


What are the SATs?

➢ End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment Tests

➢ SATs are just one way in which schools assess children’s attainment 

in three core subjects: maths, reading and spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. Less formal assessments take place from the minute your 

children enter an educational setting. SAT scores get sent to 

secondary schools alongside teacher assessments and lots of other 

important information about your children.

➢ This Year 6 cohort did not sit the KS1 SATs because of the pandemic.



Our ethos
➢ It is our duty to prepare your children for these assessments so they can

achieve their potential and access the secondary curriculum confidently.

➢ We are proud to be in the minority of schools that maintain a broad and

balanced curriculum, recognising the value of all subjects. After all, we have

some excellent artists, historians, scientists, geographers, dancers, gymnasts and

sportsmen/women in our Year 6 cohort. However, just as an athlete would train

before an event, we will obviously begin to focus on the core subjects more

intensely as we approach the official assessment week.

➢ We constantly reiterate to the children that we value our whole school learning

dispositions (perseverance, independence, risk taking, challenge, ownership,

independence and reflectiveness) more than we do the actual SAT scores

themselves. Progress, rather than attainment, is celebrated.

➢ Goosewell children tend to approach the SATs confidently and happily because

they are well-prepared and know their efforts are valued above all else.



How are we preparing 

the children?
➢ Many rigorous systems are in place to support your children:

➢ Teachers have regular meetings with the Senior Leadership Team to analyse 

assessment data (from tests as well as classroom work) in order to track all 

children’s progress and identify areas for development. 

➢ Additional interventions take place within the school day.

➢ Early Bird sessions have already commenced three mornings a week. If your 

child were to attend each of the thirty-five sessions on offer, they would 

benefit from just over twenty-three hours of extra support!

➢ We have welcomed Miss Watts into the Year 6 teaching team to enable us to 

teach in smaller groups in the mornings, allowing teachers to spend more 

time with each child. 



SATs: key dates

➢ SATs will take place between Monday13th and Thursday 16th May 

2024.

➢ The children have already experienced three assessment weeks and a 

fourth will take place next term so they will be fully prepared. 

Timetable

➢ Monday 13th May: SPaG

➢ Tuesday 14th May: Reading

➢ Wednesday 15th May: Maths 1 (Arithmetic) and Maths 2 (Reasoning)

➢ Thursday 16th May: Maths 3 (Reasoning)



SPaG SAT
➢ Paper 1 (punctuation and grammar) – 45 minutes to answer 

50 questions (50 marks)

➢ Paper 2 – children are tested on 20 spellings which follow the 

patterns taught throughout the year (20 marks). 

How can I help?
➢ Help your child learn weekly spellings. 

➢ Take copies of the word lists and the 

spellings which have come up in 

previous papers. 

➢ Useful books…



Reading SAT
➢ One paper

➢ 60 minutes

➢ 3 texts 

➢ Skills: fact retrieval/ vocabulary/ inferences/ sequencing/ summarising

➢ P.E.E: point/ evidence (quotes)/ explain

How can I help?

➢ Read daily with your child.

➢ Encourage your child to sit AR quizzes regularly. 

➢ Useful books…



Maths SAT
➢ Paper 1 Arithmetic 30 minutes (40 marks)

➢ Paper 2 Reasoning 40 minutes (35 marks)

➢ Paper 3 Reasoning 40 minutes (35 marks)

How can I help?
➢ Support your child with My Maths homework.

➢ Ensure your child knows multiplication facts to 12 
X 12 randomly and at speed. Use Times Table Rock 
Stars. 

➢ White Rose Maths videos –

‘Parents and Pupils’

‘Home Learning’

‘Year 6’



Assessment in writing
➢ The children are familiar with the standards and know what they 

need to do to be judged as ‘working towards’, ‘expected’ or 

‘greater depth’.

➢ We have been busy generating evidence in books.

➢ Please take a copy of the writing assessment grid we use to 

assess.









Handwriting
➢ To achieve the expected standard, 

children must ‘maintain legibility in 

joined handwriting when writing at 

speed’.  

➢ Handwriting is taught constantly but 

there simply isn’t enough time in the 

school day for it to be a massive 

focus. 

➢ Goosewell children use a cursive 

font.

➢ Please provide your child with a blue 

pen if they don’t like the ones the 

school provides. 



Understanding assessments

➢ Each year, once the SAT papers have been marked, the government 

decide on the number of raw marks required to reach the Year 6 

standard.

➢ All raw scores are then converted into scaled scores. The expected 

standard for Year 6 (by the official SATs in May) is a scaled score of 

100.

➢ Therefore, a scaled score of 99 does not necessarily mean that a child 

is one test mark away from 100: they could be up to 5 test marks 

away. Each year the conversions vary slightly.



Understanding scaled scores

➢ On the following pages, you can see how the raw scores were 

converted into scaled scores for each of the subjects.









Understanding assessments



How can I help my 

child during SAT week?
➢ Encourage your child to do their best but 

don’t put pressure on them. 

➢ Early nights

➢ Refreshing showers

➢ Good breakfasts

➢ Arrive at school on time

➢ Energy snacks for after or between tests 



Future dates for the diary…
➢ PGL Barton Hall residential: Wednesday10th – Friday 12th July

➢ Year 6 production: TBC

➢ Secondary transition days - TBC once Plymstock School confirm 

a date




